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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to the Amendment filed the 28 August 2008. 

2. Claims 24-30, 33, 35-37, 41-45, 48-54, 56-63 and 65-68 are currently pending 
and claims 1-23, 31, 32, 34, 38-40, 46, 47, 55 and 64 have been canceled. This action 
is made Final. 

3. The previous prior art rejections of the claims have been maintained. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 56 is objected to because the claim states a tangible medium. It is 
unknown what the metes and bounds of the term tangible medium is since it is not an 
explicitly defined term in the field. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The rejections of Claims 56-63 under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement have been withdrawn 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

6. The rejections of claims 41-45, 48-54 and 56-63 under 35 U.S.C. 101 have been 
withdrawn. It is noted that the computer readable memory medium is considered to be 
represented by the disclosed computer (see Remarks, page 9). 



Application/Control Number: 10/667,401 
Art Unit: 2167 



Page 3 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 24, 25, 27, 28, 33, 35, 41-43, 45, 48-52, 56, 57, 61 and 65-68 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US PGPub 2005/0125714 
to Freeman et al (hereafter Freeman). 

Referring to claim 24, Freeman discloses a method, comprising: 

receiving a succession of electronic documents into a document management 
system, wherein each of the succession of electronic documents is received at a 
corresponding point in time [every document created is stored in a main stream] (see 
[0032] and [0033]); and 

for each of at least a subset of the received electronic documents: 
generating a unique time-based identifier [time identification] 

corresponding to the point in time at which the electronic document was received 

(see [0036]); and 
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storing the electronic document in a storage system at a storage location 
corresponding to the unique time-based identifier for the electronic document 
(see [0049]) 

wherein the electronic document is retrievable from the storage system using its 
unique time-based identifier (see [0037] and [0058]). 

Referring to claim 25, Freeman discloses the method of claim 24, wherein said 
receiving includes receiving a first electronic document at a first point in time 
corresponding to a first date and a first time of day within the first date, wherein the 
unique time-based identifier of the first electronic document corresponds to the first date 
and the first time of day (see [0034] and Fig 1). 

Referring to claim 27, Freeman discloses the method of claim 25, wherein the 
first time of day is specified by at least an hour value, a minutes value, and a seconds 
value [i.e., 10:24:59] (see Fig 1). 

Referring to claim 28, Freeman discloses the method of claim 24, wherein said 
receiving includes: receiving imaged electronic documents [scan]; and/or receiving 
computer generated electronic documents (see [0036]). 

Referring to claim 30, Freeman discloses the method of claim 28, wherein the 
computer generated electronic documents include electronic documents received from 
one or more of the following sources: word processing programs, graphics programs, e- 
mail [e-mail], facsimile transmissions (see [0033]). 

Referring to claim 33, Freeman discloses the method of claim 24, further 
comprising: accessing a first electronic document stored in the time-addressable 
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storage system using a first unique time-based identifier, wherein the first unique time- 
based identifier corresponds to a first point in time when the first electronic document 
was received into the document management system (see [0058]). 

Referring to claim 35, Freeman discloses the method of claim 24, further 
comprising: generating a record for each of at least a subset of the received electronic 
documents, wherein each record includes a plurality of attributes [metadata] for the 
corresponding electronic document (see [0058] and Fig 2). 

Referring to claim 41, Freeman discloses a document management system, 
comprising: 

an input unit configured to receive a succession of electronic documents into a 
document management system, wherein each of the succession of electronic 
documents is received at a corresponding point in time [every document created is 
stored in a main stream] (see [0032] and [0033]); and 

a storage subsystem coupled to the input unit and configured to store the 
succession of electronic documents using corresponding to the unique time-based 
identifier for the electronic document (see [0049]); 

a computer system coupled to both the input unit and the storage subsystem, 
wherein the computer system is configured, for each of at least a subset of the received 
electronic documents, to generate a unique time-based identifier [time identification] 
corresponding to the point in time at which the electronic document was received into 
the document management system, and to use the unique time-based identifier to store 
the electronic document in the addressable storage subsystem (see [0036]); and 
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wherein the electronic document is retrievable from the storage system using its 
unique time-based identifier (see [0037] and [0058]). 

Referring to claim 42, Freeman discloses the system of claim 41 , wherein the 
input unit is configured to receive a first electronic document at a first point in time 
corresponding to a first date and a first time of day within the first date, wherein the 
unique time-based identifier of the first electronic document corresponds to the first date 
and the first time of day (see [0034] and Fig 1). 

Referring to claim 43, Freeman discloses the system of claim 42, wherein the 
first time of day is specified by at least an hour value, a minutes value, and a seconds 
value [i.e., 10:24:59] (see Fig 1). 

Referring to claim 45, Freeman discloses the system of claim 42, wherein the 
first electronic document originated from an electronic document provided as input to 
the document management system (see [0036]). 

Referring to claim 48, Freeman discloses a document management system, 
comprising: 

first means receiving a succession of electronic documents into a document 
management system, wherein each of the succession of electronic documents is 
received at a corresponding point in time [every document created is stored in a main 
stream] (see [0032] and [0033]); and 

second means for generating a unique time-based identifier [time identification] 
corresponding to the point in time at which the electronic document was received, 
wherein the second means is coupled to the first means (see [0036]); and 
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third means for storing each of at least a subset of the received electronic 
documents using the corresponding to the time-based identifier, wherein the third 
means is coupled to the second means (see [0049]) 

wherein the electronic document is retrievable from the storage system using its 
unique time-based identifier (see [0037] and [0058]). 

Referring to claim 49, Freeman discloses the document management system of 
claim 48, wherein a unique time-based address for a given one of a succession of 
electronic documents corresponds to a date and a time of day within that date that the 
given electronic document was received into the document management system (see 
[0058]). 

Referring to claim 51, Freeman discloses the document management system of 
claim 48, wherein the succession of electronic documents include one or more 
documents, each of which corresponds to an electronic document provided as input to 
the document management system (see [0036]). 

Referring to claim 52, Freeman discloses the document management system of 
claim 48, further comprising: fourth means for generating a record for each of at least a 
subset of the received electronic documents, wherein each record includes a plurality of 
attributes [metadata] for the corresponding electronic document (see [0058] and Fig 1). 

Referring to claim 56, Freeman discloses a tangible computer readable memory 
medium storing program instructions that are computer executable, to: 

receive a succession of electronic documents into a document management 
system, wherein each of the succession of electronic documents is received at a 



Application/Control Number: 10/667,401 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2167 

corresponding point in time [every document created is stored in a main stream] (see 
[0032] and [0033]); and 

generate a unique time-based identifier [time identification] foe each of at least a 
subset of the received electronic documents, wherein each unique time-based identifier 
corresponds to the point in time at which the corresponding electronic document was 
received (see [0036]); and 

store each of the least a subset of the electronic documents in a storage system 
at a storage system at a corresponding storage location corresponding to the unique 
time-based identifier for that electronic document (see [0049]) 

wherein the electronic document is retrievable from the storage system using its 
unique time-based identifier (see [0037] and [0058]). 

Referring to claim 57, Freeman discloses the tangible computer readable 
memory medium of claim 56, wherein a unique time-based identifier for a first electronic 
document corresponds to a first-date and a first time of day at which the first electronic 
document was received into the document management system (see [0058]). 

Referring to claim 59, Freeman discloses the tangible computer readable 
memory medium of claim 57, wherein the first electronic document originated from an 
electronic document provided as input to the document management system (see 
[0036]). 

Referring to claim 60, Freeman discloses the tangible computer readable 
memory medium of claim 57, wherein the first time of day is specified by at least an 
hour value, a minutes value, and a seconds value [i.e., 1 0:24:59] (see Fig 1 ). 
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Referring to claim 61, Freeman discloses the tangible computer readable 
memory medium of claim 57, wherein the program instructions are further executable 
to: generate a record for each of at least a subset of the received electronic documents, 
wherein each record includes a plurality of attributes for the corresponding electronic 
document (see [0058] and Fig 1). 

Referring to claim 65, Freeman discloses the method of claim 24, wherein the 
received electronic documents include imaged electronic documents, and wherein said 
retrieving the electronic document from the storage system includes presenting its 
unique time-based identifier to the storage system (see [0058]). 

Referring to claim 66, Freeman discloses the system of claim 41 , wherein the 
succession of electronic documents includes imaged electronic documents, and 
wherein a given one of the succession of electronic documents is retrievable from the 
storage system by presenting its unique time-based identifier to the storage system (see 
[0058]). 

Referring to claim 67, Freeman discloses the document management system of 
claim 48, wherein the succession of electronic documents includes imaged electronic 
documents, and wherein a given stored document is retrievable from the third means by 
presenting its unique time-based identifier to the third means (see [0058]). 

Referring to claim 68, Freeman discloses the tangible computer readable 
medium of claim 56, wherein the succession of electronic documents includes imaged 
electronic documents, and wherein a given electronic document stored in the storage 
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system is retrievable from the storage system by presenting its unique time-based 
identifier to the storage system (see [0058]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 26, 29, 36, 37, 44, 50, 53, 58-60, 62 and 63 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US PGPub 2005/0125714 to Freeman et 
al as applied to claims 25, 28, 35, 42, 57 and 61 above, and further in view of US 
Patent No 6,192,165 to Irons (hereafter Irons). 

Referring to claim 26, Freeman fails to explicitly disclose the further limitation 
wherein the first point in time corresponds to a time when the first electronic document 
was created by imaging a physical document. Irons discloses creating an electronic file 
system wherein the documents are identified by timestamps (see abstract), wherein the 
first point in time corresponds to a time when the first electronic document was created 
by imaging a physical document (see column 7, lines 10-24). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to receive the electronic documents of Freeman by scanning physical 
documents as disclosed by Irons. One would have been motivated to do so in order to 
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create an environment in which documents can be readily shared across a network 
(Irons: see column 1, lines 24-52). 

Referring to claim 29, Freeman fails to explicitly disclose the further limitation 
wherein the imaged electronic documents include electronic documents that were 
created by imaging physical documents. Irons discloses creating an electronic file 
system wherein the documents are identified by timestamps (see abstract), wherein the 
imaged electronic documents include electronic documents that were created by 
imaging physical documents (see column 7, lines 10-24). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to receive the electronic documents of Freeman by scanning physical 
documents as disclosed by Irons. One would have been motivated to do so in order to 
create an environment in which documents can be readily shared across a network 
(Irons: see column 1 , lines 24-52). 

Referring to claim 36, 53 and 62, Freeman fails to disclose the further limitation 
of for each of at least a subset of the received electronic documents, updating one or 
more tables in a database to include references to the corresponding generated record. 
Irons discloses creating an electronic file system wherein the documents are identified 
by timestamps (see abstract), further comprising the further limitation of for each of at 
least a subset of the received electronic documents, updating one or more tables in a 
database to include references to the corresponding generated record (see column 17, 
lines 7-32). 
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It would have been obvious to track the files of Freeman in the tables disclosed 
by Irons. One would have been motivated to do so in order to create an environment in 
which documents can be readily shared across a network (Irons: see column 1, lines 
24-52). 

Referring to claim 37, 54 and 63, the combination of Freeman and Irons 
discloses the method of claim 36, wherein each of the tables is searchable using one or 
more attributes [metadata] (Irons: see column 17, lines 7-32). 

Referring to claims 44, 50 and 58, Freeman fails to explicitly disclose the 
further limitation wherein the first electronic document originated from a first physical 
document converted into the first electronic document. Irons discloses creating an 
electronic file system wherein the documents are identified by timestamps, wherein the 
first electronic document originated from a first physical document converted into the 
first electronic document (see column 7, lines 10-24). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to receive the electronic documents of Freeman by scanning physical 
documents as disclosed by Irons. One would have been motivated to do so in order to 
create an environment in which documents can be readily shared across a network 
(Irons: see column 1, lines 24-52). 
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Response to Arguments 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments filed in regards to the prior art rejections have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. 

12. Referring to applicant's arguments on page 1 1 of the Remarks, the applicant 
states "Applicant submits that Freeman does not teach or suggest, among other things, 
'storing the electronic document in a storage system at a corresponding storage location 
corresponding to the unique time-based identifier for the electronic document,' as 
recited in claim 24." 

The examiner respectfully disagrees. In paragraphs [0032]-[0034], Freeman 
teaches that the time-ordered stream is the storage model. Since the stream provides 
storage means, it is considered to meet the requirements of the claimed storage 
system. Furthermore, the stream is ordered by a time attribute and each document is 
stored in a location based on its time. This time attribute is considered to represent the 
unique identifier of each document. Therefore, Freeman is considered to teach the 
elements of the claimed limitation. 

Conclusion 

1 3. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
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mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 



Application/Control Number: 10/667,401 
Art Unit: 2167 



Page 15 



Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to KIMBERLY LOVEL whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2750. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 - 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cottingham can be reached on (571) 272-7079. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
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